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Professor Raymond Lifchez, Chair of the Berkeley Prize Committee, announces the sixth annual Berkeley Undergraduate Prize for Architectural Design Excellence Competition, sponsored by the Department of Architecture at the University of California, Berkeley.

The Berkeley Prize Competition is an on-line essay contest (www.berkeleyprize.org) open to undergraduate architecture majors in accredited schools of architecture throughout the world.  The Berkeley Prize supports the study of Architecture as a Social Art, and acknowledges excellence in architectural writing and thought among undergraduate students worldwide through discussion and examination of the social aspects of design.

The 2004 Berkeley Prize theme and Question are focused on the ever-increasing problem of providing shelter for the displaced populations of the world.  This year’s interdisciplinary competition asks students to research the problem of those without shelter in their local communities: 

Go about your city and investigate for yourself the situation of the displaced and those who assist them. Based on what you find, what are your recommendations for bettering the situations of those displaced persons that you believe could be helped? Write about your discoveries in the form of a persuasive article for an influential community newspaper. 

To encourage an interdisciplinary approach to the Question, this year an architecture student may team up with another undergraduate in architecture, urban studies or the social sciences.

The 2004 Berkeley Prize Finalists will be eligible to compete for a new Special Prize, of airfare and a small stipend, to attend a portion of Forum Barcelona 2004 (http://www.barceona2004.org/eng).  The Forum, organized by the City of Barcelona, UNESCO, and other partners is a series of conferences, dialogues, and special events spread out over a five-month long period.  The various programs are designed to offer in the city of Barcelona a "new and creative space for reflection and experimentation in relation to the main cultural and social conflicts that humanity is faced with at the outset of the 21st century." The Finalists for the Berkeley Prize Essay Competition will be eligible to compete for the Special Prize Award. 

In establishing this Special Prize Award, the Berkeley Prize Committee honors its continued association with UNESCO's World Heritage Centre (http://whc.unesco.org/).  UNESCO's activities are of a humanitarian and cultural significance that illuminate the reality that Architecture is a Social Art, a concept that has been reinforced by the far-reaching goals of the World Heritage Convention to “maintain, increase, and diffuse knowledge, by assuring the conservation and protection of the world’s heritage.”  

“FORUMS” (http://www.berkeleyprize.org/forums/), an on-line bulletin board, allows students to express their interests about the competition, and permits students to find teammates throughout the world. 


This year’s Berkeley Prize Jury will be announced.

Competition entries must be submitted in English.  There is a limit of one entry per student or two-person team of students. This year’s total purse is $5000.00 (U.S.), with a minimum $3000.00 (U.S.) first prize.

Proposals for an essay addressing the Question will be accepted on-line from November 1 until December 10, 2003.  Winners will be announced on May 1, 2004.

Last year, one-hundred thirty-four students representing thirty-one countries and eighty-one undergraduate programs of architecture on six continents participated in the Competition via the Internet.  This year an even larger response is anticipated.


********************************************************

For further information, including this year’s schedule, details on the composition of the Jury and Prize Committee, the full text of last year’s winning essays, and the history of the Prize, visit the Berkeley Prize website: www.berkeleyprize.org. Questions should be directed to: info@berkeleyprize.org.
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